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DASB $14,000 
check fraud 
hearing delayed
Andrew Shinjo
STAFF REPORTER

A former De Anza College 
student who was charged with 
grand theft of about $14,000 
from the DASB senate and 
forgery of checks has had 
her preliminary hearing date 
moved to June 2.

According to case 
documents from the Palo 
Alto Courthouse, Mariam 
Ahmadi was originally set to 
appear in court on Feb. 8 for 
a preliminary hearing, but it 
was delayed due to a family 
emergency.

The crime is 
alleged to have 
taken place in 
August 2015, 
and was reported 
to the police in 
Sept. 2015 when 
De Anza College 

accountant Lisa Kirk noticed 
14 checks with amounts 
ranging from $325 to $2,460 
withdrawn from DASB Bank 
of America account.

Both the Bank of America 
and the Foothill-De Anza 
Community College District 
refused to cover the lost 
money, so the senate wrote it 
off as a loss.

De Anza students defend womens’ right to 
choose in reaction to anti-abortion display

Self-organized De Anza students  have been counter-
protesting anti-abortion protesters in the quad last week. 
The students held up signs promoting womens’ right to 
choice in front of the graphic anti-abortion signs.

Ana Karen, 19, psychology major, held up a sign that 
said, “If it’s not your body, it’s not your decision.”

“It makes me angry,” Karen said. “They’re speaking on a 
subject they have no direct connection to.”

Another sign said, “No men can decide what’s good or 
bad for women, and no one can decide what’s best for me! 
#mypussy, mybody.”

Itzel Sanchez, 20, sociology major, said while she 
respected others’ opinions, it was wrong for men to tell her 
what to do.

“It’s wrong that white men with privilege are telling 
women what we can or cannot do,” Sanchez said.

De Anza President Brian Murphy thanked the students 
for standing up against the protestors.

The pro-life protesters are from an organization called 
“Project Truth,” which visits colleges and high schools to 
spread “the horrible truth about abortion.”

One of their members, Ed Whitefield, said their time 
here had been successful since they were able to have 
constructive dialogue with students, even if they did not 
come to an agreement. 

Ky Caro, 31, child development major, disagreed and 
said that it was inappropriate to have such graphic pictures 
be displayed on a campus that children are regularly on.

“This is not OK to show on any campus,” Caro said.

Assemblymember advocates for lowering voting age to 17

California Assemblymember Evan Low proposed a 
constitutional amendment (ACA 10) in March to lower 
the voting age to 17. Low represents District 58, covering 
most of Cupertino, Saratoga, and parts of San Jose.

Assemblymember Low said many 18-year-olds are 
in a state of transition in their lives, and allowing them 
to participate in the voting process while still at home, 
learning about civics in school and being connected 
with their community will help foster a lifelong habit of 
voting.

California’s voting youth, 18- to 24-year-olds, is the 
most underrepresented age demographic in California, 
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and is usually below the national average. Youth have the 
lowest rate of voter registration in the state with turnout 
dropping 50 percent from 2010 to 2014, according to the 
UC Davis Center for Regional Change.

State Sen. Henry Stern, D-Canoga Park, one of the 
principal co-authors of ACA 10, said in a press release, 
“Democracy is not a spectator sport. And yet, half of 
our high school seniors are left sitting on the sidelines, 
learning about government in theory, but unable to cast 
that crucial first vote in their hometown, where civic 
habits are built.”

The amendment was co-authored by the bipartisan 
California Millennial Caucus, a group of younger 
Assemblymembers looking to have cooperation across 
party lines.

According to the California Civics Engagement Project 
Policy Brief Issue 9 from UC Davis, “High schools 
can be key partners in educating youth about the civic 
process and helping them become active participants in 
our electoral system.”

Currently 22 states allow 17-year-olds that will turn 18 
by the general election to vote in primary elections and 
caucuses.  11 states, including California, allow 16-year-
olds to pre-register to vote.

Two municipalities in Maryland go even further by 
allowing 16-year-olds to vote in municipal elections.

To go into effect, ACA 10 would need to pass both the 
California Assembly and Senate with two-thirds support 
and then a majority vote by Californians on the 2018 
ballot.
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President Brian Murphy commends the protestors Itzel Sanches, Chi Tran and Emily Katsuta for standing 
up against the anti-abortion advocates on April 19 in the main quad.
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